
 Mrs. Gillingham’s 3rd grade class 
Tuesday, December 1, 2020 

ELA - BLOCK #1 
Wonders Unit 2 called Figure It Out continues 
with students reading expository (factual, 
nonfiction) texts. We are practicing identifying 
text features and how they help you as a 
reader. Students are rereading for text 
evidence and author’s point of view. This week’s 
theme is on how people can help animals 
survive. Next week is on problem solving and 
poetry.


Vocabulary: We are learning about prefixes 
(un-, dis-, re-) and suffixes (-ful, -less). 
Learning word parts is a key vocabulary 
strategy and allows students to unlock the 
meaning of longer words.


Phonics/Spelling: The focus is on consonants. 
Students learned about silent letters. We’re 
practicing 3-consonant blends (scr, str, squ, 
thr) and then it will be learning digraphs (ch, 
tch, th). Students are learning how to chunk a 
word using syllables.


MATH - BLOCK #2 
We finish Unit 2 Introduction to Multiplication 
this week after some surveys and graphing 
work. The Unit 2 test is on Thursday.


We will begin Unit 3 Addition and Subtraction 
Strategies in Bridges next week. Students will 
learn rounding and estimating skills. Students 
are learning friendly strategies for addition of 

3-digit numbers, like using a number line, 
breaking apart addends by hundreds, tens, and 
ones before adding, and the Give & Take 
method. These are age appropriate methods 
that are effective and do not involve 
regrouping (that’s where the mistakes happen). 
Next we add in subtraction strategies into our 
problem solving. 


In December’s Number Corner students are 
learning about fractions.


SOCIAL STUDIES & HEALTH - 
BLOCK #3 

Next week we’ll start our first social studies 
unit, Understanding the Geography of the 
World. Students will pretend to travel from 
outer space back to Earth learning geography 
terms and exploring maps along the way. The 
key vocabulary words for this unit are: border, 
capital, city, continent, country, equator, 
geography, government, ocean, and prime 
meridian. 


Our next health topic is on NUTRITION. The 
Great Body Shop magazine is called “Let’s 
Eat”. Key ideas are digestion, healthful foods, 
reading food labels, and helpful habits.


Materials Pick up is this Friday, 
12/4 from 3pm to 5pm. 

NEWS from the Nest

Welcome back!  I hope you enjoyed family time over the Thanksgiving break. For my family, it 
was the first time spending the holiday with my "core four” and only seeing extended family 
through a screen. 2020 is certainly a memorable one! Stay safe out there. 


